
On Saturday, April 16 much of the state of North Carolina was hit by numerous tornados.  One of those tornados hit Bethel Hill Charter School in Person County.  The amount of damage to the campus was extensive.  There are eight buildings on campus and all eight were affected by the tornado.  The wind and rain took off shingles, broke windows, and blew off siding from the buildings.  Air conditioning units were left dangling and trees were strewn across the campus like tooth picks.  The hardest hit building was the gym.  The force of the tornado took off the roof, broke windows, ruined the gym floor, and did some damage to the block walls.  In all of this we find blessings.  First, it happened on Saturday when no one was at the campus and no one was hurt.  Second, we have spring break all the next week and have until Monday, April 25 to get things back in order.  

True to Bethel Hill Charter School spirit parents, faculty and staff, and community volunteers came together and made things happen.  There were a few volunteers on Saturday afternoon right after the storm but on Sunday and Monday over 50 people showed up each day with equipment and sleeves rolled up.  As a result most of the clean up was completed within 48 hours and now all that is left to do is what the contractors have to do.  It is wonderful to experience the out pouring and feeling of ownership by all of the people of Person County.  
On Monday, April 25 we were ready when 375 students return to the campus.  Thanks to the many people who volunteered their time and talents to get us back up and running.

A special tornado fund has been established to help with the expenses not covered by insurance.  Anyone wishing to donate to that fund can write a check to Bethel Hill Charter School Tornado fund and mail it to 401 Bethel Hill School Rd. Roxboro, NC  27574.

